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GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY,

ON THY PEOPLE POUR THY POWER CONTINUING THE JOURNEY...

More than one hundred fifty clergy from around the world gathered in Atlanta for the 7th
Triennial Black Clergy Conference and the first Convocation for Recently Ordained Clergy. With
the theme “On Thy People, Pour Thy Power: Continuing the Journey,” the conference was held
October 23-26, 2005 at the Emory Conference Center Hotel in Atlanta, Georgia.

Two jubilant celebrations of the Holy Eucharist set the tone for both conferences. The Rt. Rev.
Arthur B. Williams, Acting Director of the Ethnic Congregational Development Office, presided
at the Opening Eucharist. He was joined by the Rt. Rev. Barbara Harris, retired Bishop Suffragan,
Diocese of Massachusetts, the Rt. Rev. Neil Alexander, Bishop, Diocese of Atlanta and the Rt.
Rev. Orris G. Walker, Bishop, Diocese of Long Island. The Rev. Dr. Harold Lewis, Rector, Calvary
Church, Pittsburg, preached the word.

Conferees also gathered later in the week for renewal of ordination vows, a water blessing by the
bishops and the celebration of the Holy Eucharist to mark the opening of the I. Convocation for
recently ordained clergy. The Rt. Rev. Julio Murray who presided at the Eucharist was joined by
preacher, the Rt. Rev. Gayle Harris, Bishop Suffragan, Diocese of Massachusetts, and the Rt. Rev.
Orris G. Walker, Bishop, Diocese of Long Island.

Accompanied by keyboard and drums, participants sang lustily and danced nimbly around with
joy and gladness in space creatively converted for worship. A Chapel space was also specially
designed and remained open and available around the clock not only for daily services but for
personal prayer and quiet meditation.

The exuberance experienced at the Eucharist lent itself to the activities throughout the event.
Conferees wrestled with challenging questions around topics such as Reclaiming the Prophetic
Voice of the Black Church, Human Sexuality, the Black Church’s response to HIV/AIDS and
Community Violence, Strengthening our congregations and living into God’s vision in light of
our different backgrounds and cultures.
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CONTINUING DIALOGUE INCLUDED

The Rev. Billy Alford

Vice Chair of the National Episcopal AIDS Coalition, charged the gathering to build coalitions to
combat HIV/AIDS. In his presentation he emphasized that an estimated one million people are
living with AIDS in the United States, and that there is an alarming increase in new infections
among young African Americans Latinos, and persons over 50.

Frances McGee-Cromartie

Assistant Prosecuting Attorney for Montgomery, Ohio, called upon participants to address the
needs of a disproportionate number of youthful offenders within the Black community. “Youth in
trouble are experiencing grief, poor impulse control, lack of parental supervision and other issues.
They could be helped by bereavement support, mentoring and addiction-related programs.”

The Rev. Dr. Kelly Brown-Douglas

A Howard Divinity School Professor of Systematic Theology, Associate at Church of the Holy
Comforter in Washington, D.C and author of numerous works on human sexuality, said racism
has often inhibited the black church’s reluctance to discuss issues of sexuality. She called upon
the church to challenge ourselves to “move the debate forward and engage the discourse about sexuality.”

The Rev. Dr. Cecily Broderiek y Guerra

Interim rector at St. Philip’s Church in Harlem, told the gathering that the history of the black
church is critical “as a survival strategy to get through the conversation around homosexuality,
especially because of its role as a ‘radical hope in the midst of oppressions currently experienced.”

The Rev. Dr. Harold Lewis

Rector, Calvary Church, Pittsburg, “we not only have to deal with extramural conflicts and
difficulties we also have to deal with intramural problems and concerns. Not only do we have to
fight for our slice of the pie, we also have to divide that slice equitably and proportionately in our
various congregations, parishes and missions. Sometimes, | have to tell you honestly, we can be
our own worst enemies.”

The Rev. Benjamin Musoke-Lubega

Program Associate for grant making activities in the Global South and telecommunications in the
Trinity Grants Program said “there is a need for African American to go to Africa. There needs to
be a strategy for Black Anglicans to know one another, to know the context of our ministries.”

The Rev. Tunde Roberts

Vicar of St. Olave’s Church in London, and chair of England’s Association of Black clergy in
England, an ecumenical coalition of Anglicans, Catholics, Methodists, Baptists and the United
Reformed Church, said that is exactly why he attended the conference. “Black churches face
similar issues in England. We are being marginalized and very few of us are in positions of
leadership within the structure of the church. We need resources that often aren’'t available to us;
we want to help our congregations understand how to deal with racism within the context of our
structure. Reaching out to youth is another concern. Our young people are drawn to Pentecostal
denominations because they are good at giving responsibility to our Black youth and involving
them in worship.”
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Planning and liturgical team for the 7th Triennial Clergy Conference and for the 1st Convocation
for the newly ordained

Back Row: L to R. Revs. Angela Shepherd, Benjamin Speare-Hardy, Deon Johnson, Rob Wright, Rick Britton,
Carolynne Williams, Brian Jemmott & Harold Lockett.

Front Row: Cheryl Parris, Matilda Dunn, Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Angela Ifill, Glenna Reed & Altagracia Perez
Planning & liturgical team for the 7th Triennial Clergy Conference & for the 1st Convocation for the newly ordained.







