




















As people of faith, we understand our responsibilities to protect the sacred gifts given
by God and to heal a world torn by brokenness and human strife. Global warm-
ing, like all human-induced environmental degradation, is a sign of this broken-
ness. The increase in greenhouse gas emissions is causing God’s Earth to warm to
dangerous levels and creating changes to our global climate. The changes that we are
already experiencing and will continue to experience are threatening the livelihood of
those living in poverty who are least able to deal with these changes. We know that
industrialized nations contribute more carbon emissions than their less industrialized
neighbors. In many ways, global warming represents an unprecedented moral failure
on our part as stewards of God’s creation and harbinger’s of justice.

Action Steps

* Integrate the issues of global climate change and poverty as justice challenges
facing people of faith through study and worship. Use this resource to lead
Sunday school classes, small group discussions, or plan a worship service.

¢ Make your home, church, or faith community more energy-efficient. For
ideas, visit www.nccecojustice.org/climate.html.

* Support legislation fighting climate change that includes assistance to those
living in poverty.

For more information on global climate change and how you can help protect

God’s creation, visit the National Council of Churches Eco-Justice Program
website at www.nccecojustice.org, 202-544-2350, info@nccecojustice.org

CONGREGATIONAL STORY
Solana Beach Presbyterian
Church in Solana Beach, CA,
upgraded its incandescent
lamps with fluorescent lighting,
added occupancy sensors,
installed LED exit signs, and
new air conditioning and
heating systems. They are
saving $6,620 each year and
have reduced their carbon
emissions by 120,000 pounds.
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