
What Your Parish Can Do 
World AIDS Day is December 1 , 2007. This 
year 's theme-"Leadership"-celebrates people 
around the world who have led the fight against 
HIVj AIDS. 

Effect ive leadership has been a proven factor in 
the success of HIVj AIDS init iat ives and efforts. 
Leaders are not just those at the highest level 
of inf luence in the internat ional sphere, though 
such individuals are vitally needed. To stop 
AIDS, leaders must step forth from all levels: 
in families, communities, fa ith institutions and 
countries around the world. 

The World AIDS Day Campaign suggests that: 

"Leaders are distinguished by their action, 
innovation and vision; their personal example 
and engagement of others; and their 
perseverance in the fac e of obsta cles and 
challenges ." 

We agree. Episcopal Relief and Developm ent 
has been privileged to support and nurt ure such 
individuals and groups in comm unit ies around 
the world. We have seen firsthand how effective 
grassroots leadership and compassionate 
action transforms lives . Our new Preventing 
Mother-to-Child Transmission program in 
Zam bia is a wonderful exam ple. 

Here are some ways your parish can take the 
lead in your sphere of infl uence: 

•	 On World AIDS Day, remember th ose who 
are lea ding HIVjAIDS programs, both 
locally and around the world. 

•	 Pray for pregnant HIV-positive women and 
their newborns. 

•	 Spread awareness about the impact of 
Preventing Mother-to-Child Transmission 
and how sup por t ing Episcopal Relief 
and Develop ment's program will save 
chi ldren's lives. 

•	 Take a special offering for Episcopal Relief 
and Development's HIVj AIDS programs. 

For more informat ion about Episcopal Relief 
and Development's programs, visit our Web site: 
www.er-d.org. 

Episcopal Relief and Development 's 
HIVj AIDS Programs: Working to 
Achieve Millennium Development 
Goals 
The Millennium Development Goals call for 
combating preventable diseases including 
HIVjAIDS and malaria (MDG #6) and reducing by 
two-thirds the number of children who die before 
their fifth birthday (MDG #4) from these and 
other illnesses. 

Preventing Mother-to-Child Transmission is a key 
weapon in Episcopal Relief and Development's 
fight against HIVjAIDS and child mortality. 

Episcopal Relief and Development's 
comprehensive HIVjAIDS programs use a three­
pronged approach to stop the spread of the 
disease and care for those affected: 

•	 Prevention education-such as Preventing
 
Mother-to-Child Transmission programs­

that increase awareness and use of
 
prevention methods.
 

•	 Church-and community-based care and
 
treatment for people suffering from
 
the disease.
 

•	 Support-including food , education, 
counseling, jo b training and micro-enterprise 
opportunities-for HIV-posit ive women , 
children orphaned by AIDS, extended families 
and communities affected by the disease. 

Episcopal Relief and Development works in 
partnership with the worldwide church and 
ecumenical organizations to go "t he last 
mile"-reaching the most vulnerable people and 
communities whom others have forgot en. 

Your gift to Episcopal Relief and Development's 
HIVjAIDS programs will help us protect and save lives. 

TO MAKE A LlFE-5AVING DONATION, make your checks 

payable to EpIscopal Relief and Development · c/o EN07-5 

Malt your donatIon to Episcopal Relief and Development, 

PO Box 7058, Merrifield, VA 22116-7058. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A CREDIT CARD DONATION, 

call 1.800.334.7626, ext. 5129, or vIsit www.er-d.org. 
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