
January 25, 2008

The Very Rev. Canon James L. Snell The Rev. Richard I. James 
1068 W. Mesa                                    6529 W. Harter Avenue 
Fresno, CA  93711                             Visalia, CA  93277 

Ms. Kim Robinson                             Mr. Ted Yumoto 
5720 W. Evergreen Court                  8241 Richland Way 
Visalia, CA  93277                            Stockton, CA  95209 

The Rev. Michael E. McClenaghan   The Rev. Robert G. Eaton 
4217 Front Court                                1571 Glenwood 
Modesto, CA  95356                          Tulare, CA  93274 

Mr. Tom Wright                                 Mr. Stevie Oates 
908 Terrace Place                               6001 Auburn #119 
Modesto, CA  95350                          Bakersfield, CA  93306 

Dear Sirs and Madam, 

I am writing to you because I have been informed that you constituted the Standing 
Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin prior to and/or during the most 
recent Convention of the Diocese in December 2007.  It has come to my attention that in 
the past several months you have taken actions in support of an attempt to take the 
Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin out of the Episcopal Church and into affiliation with 
the Province of the Southern Cone.  I understand that these have included voting to 
amend the Diocese's Constitution and canons and attempting to organize as the Standing 
Committee of an entity that identifies itself as an Anglican Diocese of the Province of the 
Southern Cone.  These actions directly conflict with the Constitution and canons of the 
Episcopal Church.

Canon I.17.8 of the Episcopal Church provides that "[a]ny person accepting any office in 
this Church shall well and faithfully perform the duties of that office in accordance with 
the Constitution and Canons of this Church and of the Diocese in which the office is 
being exercised."  In the light of your recent actions, I find that you have been and are 
unable to well and faithfully fulfill your duties as members of the Standing Committee of 
the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin under Canon I.17.8.  Accordingly, with this letter I 



inform you that I do not recognize you as the Standing Committee of the Episcopal 
Diocese of San Joaquin.

I regret the decisions that you have made to attempt to take the Diocese out of 
The Episcopal Church and the necessary consequences of these actions.  I want you to be 
fully aware that a future declaration of adherence to the Constitution and Canons of The 
Episcopal Church, and, for clergy, a reaffirmation of the Declaration of Conformity, will 
once again make you eligible for election to office in the Episcopal Diocese of San 
Joaquin.  I give thanks for your service in the past, and pray that it may once again be a 
blessing to this Diocese.  I remain

Your servant in Christ,

Katharine Jefferts Schori 


