APRIL 14, 2013 – THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

HUMAN TRAFFICKING: A CHURCHWIDE CONVERSATION
“Human trafficking is modern-day slavery,” said the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, the Most Rev. Katharine
Jefferts Schori, in her address at the March 6 forum, “Human Trafficking: A Churchwide Conversation.”
Additional speakers and a panel discussion followed, including Sarah Dreier, the Episcopal Church’s legislative representative for International Policy and Advocacy, addressing advocacy aspects on the federal, state, and local levels; the Rev. Brian
McVey of the Diocese of Iowa, speaking on ministries within the Episcopal Church that are responding to human trafficking;
the Rev. Terrie Robinson from the Anglican Communion, addressing Communion-wide actions and policies; Laura Russell,
Esq., from the Diocese of Newark, explaining the church’s policies and implementation of General Convention resolutions;
and Lynnaia Main, the Episcopal Church’s officer for Global Relations, speaking on the United Nations’ response to human
trafficking and the Episcopal Church’s involvement in its response.
Filmed in the Chapel of Christ the Lord at the Episcopal Church Center in New York City, the hour-long discussion can be
viewed at http://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/human-trafficking.
Also available on the web page are additional resources on human trafficking. The website explains: “Human trafficking is one
of the most pervasive kinds of violence against women and girls here and around the globe. The good news is that people of
faith are responding to this violence. President Obama named a group of religious and community leaders, who have chosen
human trafficking as a central issue where public-private partnership can make a real difference.”
“Human trafficking is a multi-dimensional threat,” the Presiding Bishop reminds us in her address. “It deprives people of their
human rights and freedoms; it is a global health risk; and it fuels the growth of organized crime. Human trafficking has a devastating impact on individual victims, and it undermines the safety and security of all nations it touches.”
To read her address in its entirety, please visit http://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/human-trafficking.
For more information on the Episcopal Church’s response to human trafficking, please contact Lynnaia Main,
lmain@episcopalchurch.org.

Some of the panelists on “Human Trafficking: A Churchwide Conversation” included (from left to right) Lynnaia Main, Sarah Dreier,
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, and the Rev. Brian McVey.
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