June 18, 2017 – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost (A): For Such a Time as This

There is a wonderful book that was published some years ago titled “Eat, Pray, Love.” I want to invite you to
fast, pray, and love by advocating for those who have no one to advocate for them.
On May 21, I [joined] with Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, and many of our ecumenical friends, in fasting for the day, and beginning a fast on the 21st of
every month, continuing until the end of the year 2018, when the 115th Congressional session comes to an
end.
Here is the reason for that fast: That time of the month, around the 21st of every month, is a very difficult
time for people who are on public assistance and have received their assistance earlier in the month. So we
will fast and pray, to pray that our government and our leaders will find a way to do what is just and kind and
compassionate in the best of the American spirit.
But we will not only fast and pray. We are asking you to join with us in advocating in a variety of ways for
the poor, for those who need public assistance for children who are the primary beneficiaries of most of the
forms of assistance that our government provides. We are asking you to join with other Christians and other
people of goodwill to help our government reflect the best of the American spirit by feeding the hungry,
caring for our children, and making sure that everyone has the opportunities for life and liberty not only in
our country, but in our world.
There is a story in the Bible, in the Book of Esther in the Hebrew Scriptures. It is the story of the people of
God who found themselves in some tough times, and there was a woman named Esther who rose up and
accepted the challenge at some risk to herself. A challenge to save her people when they were in jeopardy. At
a moment of decision when she was trying to decide whether or not she should enter into the work to save
her people, someone named Mordecai sent her a word, and said, “Perhaps Esther, you have come to the
kingdom for such a time as this.”
Maybe we are Esther. Perhaps we in the Episcopal Church, perhaps we in the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of America, perhaps we who are Christians and people of faith and goodwill have come to the kingdom for
such a time as this, to help our country make sure that no child goes to bed hungry.
“Eat, Pray, Love” is a wonderful book, but I want to invite you beginning on [June] 21 to fast, to pray, and to
love by advocating for our children.
God love you, God bless you, and you keep the faith.
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church
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