Sacred Ground Information Sessions Outline
 This resource is adapted, with gratitude, from the work of Jill Henderson and her Sacred Ground colleagues in San Diego
 
RED = aspects you will need to customize for your local circle(s)

Welcome:    
Thank you all for attending this afternoon’s info session on SG.   
Introduce co-facilitators and tech support (if on Zoom)
  
Opening Prayer:  From the Episcopal Diocese of West Virginia  
 
Creator of all people, in our amazing diversity of size, shape, color, and giftedness: guide us, by your grace, to recognize the beauty and fitness of all whom you have made in your own image. 
 
Give us gifts of humility and generosity of spirit to recognize in all people, the face of our Savior, Jesus, and to practice his commandment to “love one another,” toward the end of bringing harmony and peace among persons of all colors, origins, and abilities, for the sake of your Kingdom. Amen.
 
Local Indigenous Territory Acknowledgement						
 
WHAT IS SACRED GROUND?   
In 2019 Episcopal dioceses and churches around the US were invited to participate in a film and readings-based dialogue series on race, grounded in faith and developed by TEC.  Since then, well over 25,000 people have experienced SG across the country.  
 
Initially promoted within the Episcopal Church, it is now open to interested people from any denomination.
 
SG was created in large part by Katrina Brown, who had previously produced a documentary film “Traces of the Trade” which tells the story of her New England ancestors whom she discovered made up the largest slave trading family in US history. 
 
The format invites small groups to walk through chapters of America’s history of race and racism, while weaving in threads of family story, economic class, and political and regional identity.
 
The 11 part series focuses on indigenous, Black, Latino/X , and Asian and Pacific Island American histories as they intersect with European American histories.
 
Sacred Ground is part of Becoming Beloved Community, The Episcopal Church’s long-term commitment to racial healing, reconciliation and justice in our personal lives, our ministries, and our society.
 
I would like to introduce the two co-facilitators for this new SG circle:
 
Introduce Facilitator:  7-8 min
NAMES will be telling you a little about themselves, why they were led to SG and why they feel called to continue.  They will also talk about their own SG experience of learning and processing often difficult and important ideas through shared learning and personal story telling in a small group.
 
Facilitator Introductions ideas:				
· Brief background
· What led facilitator to participate in SG initially.
· Experience in both participating in and facilitating SG and why called to continue.
· Sacred Ground as a valuable “spiritual practice” as stated by PBp Michael Curry.
· SG Information value
· Impact on going forward
· Sacred Ground Dialogue Experience 
· Foundation and impact of storytelling both through the films and articles and group sharing 
· Creating safe space for brave conversation
· Group dynamics and why commitment to the sessions is important to all the above
 
Testimonial Perspective from Participants x 2 (2-3  min each)
 
Content Sneak Preview:  5 video clips     (total about 18 min with brief intro remarks)  
 
· https://youtu.be/IG_IDuDQYPg  American Creed (2:39)
Former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and Pulitzer Prize-winning historian David M. Kennedy come together from remarkably different backgrounds, life experiences and points of view to explore the idea of a unifying American creed. 
 
· https://youtu.be/VnfKgffCZ7U  The Myth of Race (3:07)
Debunked in 3 minutes
 
· https://youtu.be/mW764dXEI_8 The House We Live In (6:04)
"The House We Live In" asks, If race is not biology, what is it? It uncovers how race resides not in nature but in politics, economics and culture.
 
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jmTc3qwfII8   Healing Justice (3:10)
"Healing Justice" explores the causes and consequences of the current North American justice system and its effect on marginalized communities. 
 
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9HToApMbkM  Dawnland (2:45)
Dawnland is the untold story of Indigenous child removal in the US through the nation's first-ever government-endorsed truth and reconciliation commission,
 
Setting Expectations: Organization & Timing of upcoming SG Program     (5 min)
 
Q&A    (5 min)	 

Video of Presiding Bishop Michael Curry  (3 min)	
· BISHOP CURRY    https://episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground    Note that this is the 2 min 37 sec clip on this webpage labeled FROM BISHOP CURRY
 
Closing Remarks:   
· Reminder of how to register and by when 
· Option for an interest list for future circles if this circle doesn’t work
· Thanks for taking the time to learn about the program – we hope you will walk this journey with us.
 
Closing Prayer:   (use this or your own choice)
 
Dear God,
 
In the effort to dismantle racism, I understand that I struggle not merely against flesh and blood but against powers and principalities – those institutions and systems that keep racism alive by perpetuating the lie that some members of our family are inferior and others superior.
 
Create in me a new mind and heart that will enable me to see brothers and sisters in the faces of those divided by racial categories.
 
Give me the grace and strength to rid myself of racial stereotypes that oppress some in my family while providing entitlements to others.
 
Help me to create a nation that embraces the hopes and fears of oppressed people of color where we live, as well as those around the world.
 
Help me to heal your family making me one with you and empowered by your Holy Spirit.
 
    Adapted by Debra Mooney, PhD from Pax Christi

