“DOCTRINE OF DISCOVERY” VIDEO DESCRIPTION
At the outset of the video, written text warns that the content will create strong reactions, and references a statement from the Book of Common Prayer: “Where the church is in error direct it. Where it is in anything amiss, reform it.”
The text states the video’s purpose it to inform about the Doctrine of Discovery, the unjust way America was settled, and the ongoing consequences, in order that the Church “act with justice… and do what is right.”
The text states that possible reactions include stunned silence, grief and distress, guilt and confusion, denial, desire to know more.
The text concludes with the hope that the video will transform us so that we strive for healing and wholeness of all God’s people.
As an initial prayer is read, we see a photo of native teepees on the horizon and photos of different groups of Native Americans in white man’s clothing.
Where the narrator commences with “Christianity included a triumphal spirit,…” a painting of Columbus kneeling on the shore of the new land appears.
When the narrator references the pope, his painting and a depiction of his papal bull are shown.
When the narrator references the “arrival of Columbus in 1492,” the video shows photos of white settlers carrying out building and mining activities.  These are immediately followed by native children raising an American flag.
When the narrator references “Christian sovereigns” asserting dominion over native lands, a photo of an antique text appears.  When the narrator references “manifest destiny,” a circular shaped native artifact appears, viewed from the side, made of yarn and feathers.  Immediately following is a painting of settlers moving west, with a large angel hovering over their heads.
When the baptism of a Native American is discussed, the video shows the text of a set of baptismal covenants, immediately followed by a scene of natives being baptized in a large pond with other natives and whites looking on.
As the narration references native Hawaiians, two photos of Hawaiian adults and youngsters wearing white man clothing are shown.
When the narrator references the hanging of Dakotas, a painting appears showing a gallows, flanked on all sides by soldiers on horseback and foot and by other spectators.  When Abraham Lincoln is mentioned, a photo of that president appears.
When the Pine Ridge massacre is mentioned, a photo appears showing native dead in and around a mass grave with white spectators looking on.
When the narrator references “misunderstanding of native people,” a photo appears showing a young native woman in a blanket with a crib board leaning next to her.
When the Episcopal Board of Missions is first referenced, a photo appears showing an Episcopal priest backed by a group of Native American boys dressed as altar boys.  When “Christian values of good will and charity” are mentioned by the narrator, two photos of native American men in traditional dress appear.  The photo on the left shows the men in front of a teepee.  The one on the right shows the natives standing next to a white man in a suit.
When the narrator first references Bishop Shorri, a photo of a flimsy cardboard shack is shown.  When the narrator references “centuries of promises broken,” photos of treaties between whites and Native Americans are shown.  When the many problems faced by native communities are listed, photos are shown of a glass of booze and pills, of men at an employment office looking for work, of gang members, and of a woman with a black eye.
When the narrator references the “healing journey,” Native Americans are shown walking single file in a parade, led by a man carrying a drum and a feather-covered standard.
Where the church “acknowledges its history of domination and violence,” a traditional-looking church building is shown against a modern downtown skyline.  A photo of a traditional Episcopal church interior immediately follows.  Next, as the Minnesota Uprising is discussed, a photo appears showing a large crowd of Native Americans, along with men dressed in clerical vestments, next to a cross set in a stone pillar.  A cross is superimposed on the photo. 
When the Episcopal Church’s “intentional commitment aimed at bringing relatives together” is mentioned, a photo is shown of a group of people in a circle, many of them Native Americans, doing a laying-on-of-hands.
As the narrator recites another prayer, several photos show Episcopal priests or leaders meeting, greeting, or standing for photos with groups of Native Americans. 
As the narrator references past “destructive abuses,” a photo is shown of a group of Native Americans and Whites looking up at the camera during some type of church gathering, with a feathered circle and a native decorated cross appearing in their midst.
When the narrator references the efforts of the Episcopal Church to fully recognize native peoples, the seal of the church (a shield with a red cross and a bishop’s hat above it) is shown.
When the narrator begins to recite the questions from the Baptismal Covenant, the text of the covenant appears.  When the covenant to “proclaim the word” is read, a photo of a group of people holding hands in silhouette, in front of a setting sun, is shown.
As the prophet Isiah is quoted, past photos from the video begin to revolve on the screen. When the narrators conclude “with God’s help we will, Amen” is said, the photo from the beginning of the videos showing a group of teepees on the horizon is reintroduced. 
In concluding text, the Episcopal Church thanks its partners White Bison Inc. and Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati for support of indigenous ministry.  The text further states the Native Council of Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati is committed and honored to partner with indigenous ministries of the Episcopal Church in reconciliation and healing from the policies created by the Doctrine of Discovery.  The video thanks the 2009 General Convention for repudiating the Doctrine of Discovery and hopes this will be a call for continued remembrance, recognition and reconciliation with native American and indigenous people throughout the church in U.S. and the world;
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