
PENTECOST 7 
Proper 12 - Year C 

 
This Bible study was written by Jake Schlossberg for Proper 12 (C) in 2022. 

 
Hosea 1:2-10 
2 When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, 
the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take for yourself a wife 
of prostitution and have children of prostitution, for 
the land commits great prostitution by forsaking 
the Lord.” 3 So he went and took Gomer daughter of 
Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 
 
4 And the Lord said to him, “Name him Jezreel, for in 
a little while I will punish the house of Jehu for the 
blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom 
of the house of Israel. 5 On that day I will break the 
bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel.” 
 
6 She conceived again and bore a daughter. Then 
the Lord said to him, “Name her Lo-ruhamah, for I 
will no longer have pity on the house of Israel or 
forgive them. 7 But I will have pity on the house of 
Judah, and I will save them by the Lord their God; I 
will not save them by bow or by sword or by war or 
by horses or by horsemen.” 
 
8 When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived 
and bore a son. 9 Then the Lord said, “Name him Lo-
ammi, for you are not my people, and I am not your 
God.” 
 
10 Yet the number of the people of Israel shall be like 
the sand of the sea, which can be neither measured 
nor numbered, and in the place where it was said to 
them, “You are not my people,” it shall be said to 
them, “Children of the living God.” 
 
 
Commentary from Jake Schlossberg 
Hosea, like the major prophets, performs 
prophetic sign acts to convey the Lord’s prophetic 
message, in addition to spoken or written words. 
These acts are grotesque in the literary sense: they 
are over the top and cannot be ignored; they are 
obtrusive, demanding the attention of the 
inattentive. In Hosea’s case, he has married a 
woman who is adulterous and unfaithful to their 
marital covenant. She gives birth to children who 
are quite likely not Hosea’s offspring, yet will be 

raised in his house. Some commentators have 
speculated that her adultery was also idolatry, as a 
result of engaging in the Ba’al sex cult. This 
marriage is a sign act for God’s relationship with 
Israel; Hosea’s wife’s adultery is paralleled with the 
idolatrous behavior of Israel, God’s chosen people. 
Hosea’s faithfulness to his unfaithful wife mirrors 
God’s faithfulness to unfaithful Israel. The legal and 
constitutional language of other prophets is 
inadequate to capture the intimate love of God 
betrayed by Israel. 
 
The harsh language used in naming Gomer’s 
children is jarring, but it finds resolution at the end 
of this pericope: Those children who were called 
“not his children”— neither Hosea’s nor the 
Lord’s— are finally restored into the house of 
God. It seems that the Lord can redeem even the 
fruit of idolatry. Augustine saw these children as 
the foretelling of the salvation of the Gentiles. St. 
Irenaeus saw God building the church from the 
least likely people. 
 
Discussion Questions 
What idols do I have in my life drawing me away 
from the Lord, causing me to be unfaithful to 
him? 
 
 
 
 
In verse 7, we see that not by military might will 
the Lord save Judah, but by the Lord their God. 
Are there other forces I’m relying on for 
salvation? In what ways can I orient myself back 
to the Lord my God? 
  



Psalm 85 
1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, * 

you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 

and blotted out all their sins. 
3 You have withdrawn all your fury * 

and turned yourself from your wrathful 
indignation. 

4 Restore us then, O God our Savior; * 
let your anger depart from us. 

5 Will you be displeased with us for ever? * 
will you prolong your anger from age to age? 

6 Will you not give us life again, * 
that your people may rejoice in you? 

7 Show us your mercy, O Lord, * 
and grant us your salvation. 

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, * 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear 
him, * 
that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 
righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 
and righteousness shall look down from 
heaven. 

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, * 
and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commentary from Jake Schlossberg 
Psalm 85 has three major parts. The first section 
(vv. 1-3) is a direct address to the Lord, praising 
the Lord for being a gracious benefactor to the 
people of Israel. The second section (vv. 4-7) 
continues the direct address but turns to 
supplication. Affliction is over, but the people, the 
psalmist, are not made whole: How long Lord until 
you have fully restored what was broken? The 
third section no longer addresses God but rather 
testifies to the Lord’s great character and the 
nearness of his promises. 
 
One should not miss the prevalence of the “land” 
in this psalm. Over and over, God’s promises to his 
people refer to the land. The land in the 
agricultural society is a means by which God 
bestows blessings. But it is also the gift of refuge to 
a nomadic people seeking rest. And we can see it 
as representative of our spiritual life. Our land is 
arid without the Lord’s grace and mercy. If we are 
separated from the Lord of Heaven and Earth, our 
lives cannot give forth any fruit. As St. Augustine 
suggests, everything that we harvested from our 
land is only reaped because of what God has first 
sown. 
 
Discussion Questions 
Where might I open my land, my heart, that the 
glory of the Lord might dwell therein? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can we use the framework of the psalm to 
guide the way we pray to God about the fruit we 
hope to bring forth in our lives?  



Colossians 2:6-15, [16-19] 
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, continue to walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in 
him and established in the faith, just as you were 
taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
 
8 Watch out that no one takes you captive through 
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental principles of the 
world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in him the 
whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have 
come to fullness in him, who is the head of every 
ruler and authority. 11 In him also you were 
circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by the 
removal of the body of the flesh in the circumcision 
of Christ; 12 when you were buried with him in 
baptism, you were also raised with him through faith 
in the power of God, who raised him from the 
dead. 13 And when you were dead in trespasses and 
the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive 
together with him, when he forgave us all our 
trespasses, 14 erasing the record that stood against us 
with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to 
the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities 
and made a public example of them, triumphing over 
them in it. 
 
[16 Therefore, do not let anyone condemn you in 
matters of food or drink or of observing festivals, 
new moons, or Sabbaths. 17 These are only a shadow 
of what is to come, but the body belongs to 
Christ. 18 Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting 
on self-abasement and worship of angels, initiatory 
visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of 
thinking, 19 and not holding fast to the head, from 
whom the whole body, nourished and held together 
by its ligaments and tendons, grows with a growth 
that is from God.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commentary from Jake Schlossberg 
Paul is writing to a church in the center of the 
religious and philosophical marketplace that was 
Asia Minor. Greek and Roman philosophies and 
religions interplayed with local cultic worship. At 
the time of Paul’s writing, any combination of these 
religions would be legally permissible, as long as 
one also subscribed to the Roman Imperial Cult, 
worshiping the emperor as a god. Paul, then, is 
writing to strengthen the Colossians’ resolve in 
resisting this marketplace and specifically reminding 
them of the true supreme ruler of the universe; the 
head of all things is Jesus Christ, not the emperor. 
 
Paul writes of the mystery and promise of Christ. 
In the Incarnation, Christ recapitulates the 
Godhead and Humanity; as Lancelot Andrewes 
asserts, all deity and all humanity are gathered 
together in Christ. It is here we find Jeremiah’s 
new covenant, a spiritual circumcision of the heart. 
In the Incarnation, we find union with God; with 
him, we die and are raised in our baptism. It is this 
sacrament that the Lord has chosen as his 
instrument for the forgiveness of sins. Our 
salvation is in becoming one with Christ. As 
Athanasius said, “God became man that man might 
become God.” 
 
Discussion Questions 
We do not have emperor worship, but what sort 
of things does our culture value above our Lord 
Jesus Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does it mean for you personally to have 
been buried and raised with Christ?  



Luke 11:1-13 
11 He was praying in a certain place, and after he had 
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach 
us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2 So he said 
to them, “When you pray, say: 

Father, may your name be revered as holy. 
    May your kingdom come. 
3     Give us each day our daily bread. 
4     And forgive us our sins, 
        for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to 
us. 
    And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 

5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a 
friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, 
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 for a friend 
of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before 
him.’ 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother 
me; the door has already been locked, and my 
children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give 
you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get 
up and give him anything out of friendship, at least 
because of his persistence he will get up and give him 
whatever he needs. 
 
9 “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; 
search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be 
opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, 
and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 Is there 
anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fish, 
would give a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if the child 
asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? 13 If you, 
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will the heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commentary from Jake Schlossberg 
This passage in Luke’s Gospel begins a long section 
about discipleship, so it is fitting that he begins by 
talking about prayer. The Lord’s Prayer serves as a 
template for structuring prayer (it is shorter than 
Matthew’s version): adoration, supplication, and 
confession, as well as moral implications. Luke 
impresses the attitude and ethos of prayer: it 
should be continuous. As Paul said, we “pray 
without ceasing.” 
 
Jesus’ disciples speak for us when they ask Jesus to 
teach them to pray. Such a request is one that we 
might make today! After all, as St. Thomas Aquinas 
says, “God is the first mover of all things,” so we 
must rely on the Holy Spirit to move us first, that 
we might participate in prayer. But the Lord has 
given us the words to pray that we might not be 
completely lost. Not only has he given us the 
Lord’s Prayer, but he has also given us all of 
Scripture, most notably the Psalms. And these 
prayers are both temporal and spiritual. The Lord 
himself has taught us to pray for both our physical 
needs and our spiritual needs. 
 
Discussion Questions 
Can you recall a time you felt unable to pray? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have a memory of a prayer that was 
answered? Do you have a memory of a prayer 
that you felt was unanswered? How did you 
respond in those cases? 
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