PENTECOST 8

Proper 13 - Year C

This Bible study was written by Jamie Osborne for Proper 13 (C) in 2016.

Hosea 11:1-11
11 When Israel was a child, I loved him,
and out of Egypt I called my son.
>The more I called them,
the more they went from me;
they kept sacrificing to the Baals
and offering incense to idols.

*Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk;
I took them up in my arms,
but they did not know that I healed them.
*I led them with cords of human kindness,
with bands of love.
I was to them like those
who lift infants to their cheeks.
I bent down to them and fed them.

*They shall return to the land of Egypt,

and Assyria shall be their king,

because they have refused to return to me.
The sword rages in their cities;

it consumes their oracle priests

and devours because of their schemes.

"My people are bent on turning away from me.

To the Most High they call,
but he does not raise them up at all.

®How can I give you up, Ephraim?

How can I hand you over, O Israel?
How can I make you like Admah?

How can I treat you like Zeboiim?
My heart recoils within me;

my compassion grows warm and tender.
’1 will not execute my fierce anger;

I will not again destroy Ephraim,
for I am God and no mortal,

the Holy One in your midst,

and I will not come in wrath.

" They shall go after the Lord,
who roars like a lion;
when he roars,

his children shall come trembling from the west.
"They shall come trembling like birds from Egypt

and like doves from the land of Assyria,
and I will return them to their homes, says
the Lord.

Commentary from Jamie Osborne

It is striking to see the emotional vulnerability and
passion of God in this passage. Forget any notion of
God as a distant, unaffected observer. God desires
us with a powerful passion. Israel is the wayward
son who continually breaks relationship with God,
and God’s heartache is almost palpable in today’s
passage from Hosea. It’s as if God is saying, “Israel,
you are my son that | lead out of the wilderness,
and you keep wandering off to worship other gods.
You are breaking my heart. But | will not give up.
How can | forget my beloved child?”

God’s words are just as true for us as they are for
Israel. Are we not the children of God, who were
brought of the wilderness through the waters of
baptism? But sometimes we falter. We lose sight of
whose we are and where we are headed as God’s
beloved children. Our wandering is the same as
Israel’s: being oblivious to the love of the God who
pursues us with such abandon. But our hope is also
the same as Israel’s: trusting in the God who
graciously pursues us rather than ourselves or
anything else in whom we might be tempted to put
our trust.

Discussion Questions
How have you felt God pursuing relationship
with you this week?

How can you practice placing your trust in God?




Psalm 107:1-9, 43

' Give thanks to the Lotd, for he is good, *
and his mercy endures for ever.

? Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim
%
that he redeemed them from the hand of the
foe.

’ He gathered them out of the lands; *
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

* Some wandered in desert wastes; *
they found no way to a city where they might
dwell.

> They were hungry and thirsty; *
their spirits languished within them.

% Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, *
and he delivered them from their distress.

" He put their feet on a straight path *
to go to a city where they might dwell.

® Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy *
and the wonders he does for his children.

’ For he satisfies the thirsty *
and fills the hungry with good things.

“ Whoever is wise will ponder these things, *
and consider well the mercies of the Lord.

Commentary from Jamie Osborne

| recently worked at a summer day camp where |
helped small children get acquainted with the
swimming pool. They ranged from five to eight
years old, and many of these children had never
been swimming before. Each child sat on the edge
of the pool and waited for their turn to be carried
through the water of the pool. What amazed me
was the rapid progress some of these children
were able to make in their comfort level in the
water. Some of the children trusted me enough
that they would allow themselves to be turned
onto their backs to float. They believed | was
trustworthy which enabled them to trust that they
would be carried through the water.

Discussion Questions

The waters of our lives can be deep and
downright frightening. But if we trust that God is
good, we can allow ourselves to be carried, even
in the roughest of waters.

Do you believe that God is fundamentally good
as the psalmist says?




Colossians 3:1-11

3 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. ?Set your minds on the things that
are above, not on the things that are on earth,  for
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. *When Christ who is your life is revealed, then
you also will be revealed with him in glory.

*Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly:
sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
greed (which is idolatry). * On account of these the
wrath of God is coming on those who are
disobedient. " These are the ways you also once
followed, when you were living that life. * But now
you must get rid of all such things: anger, wrath,
malice, slander, and abusive language from your
mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you
have stripped off the old self with its practices **and
have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledge according to the image
of its creator. "' In that renewal there is no longer
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christ is all
and in all!

Commentary from Jamie Osborne

This section of Colossians is concerned with a
radical reorientation of personal identity. Imagine
you meet someone for the first time. You begin to
introduce yourself, but instead of starting off with
where you were born or what you do for a living,
you tell them that you are a part of Christ. Your
identity as a part of Christ is so fundamental that it
becomes the primary factor in how you think of
yourself. That’s what the author of Colossians is
describing when they write “you have died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in God.”

It is this identification with Christ that frames our
lives. It is the basis for our ethical lives: we are in
Christ and, as a part of him who is true and good,
the only thing that makes sense is to shed all of the
parts of our lives that do not reflect who he is.

Discussion Questions
What does it mean to shed the parts of your lives
that do not reflect Christ in us?




Luke 12:13-21

B Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell
my brother to divide the family inheritance with

me.” ¥ But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be
a judge or arbitrator over you?” ** And he said to
them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds
of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of possessions.” " Then he told them a
parable: “The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. ” And he thought to himself, ‘What
should I do, for I have no place to store my

crops?” ® Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down
my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store
all my grain and my goods.  And I will say to my
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” * But God said to
him, “You fool! This very night your life is being
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared,
whose will they be?” *' So it is with those who store up
treasures for themselves but are not rich toward

God.”

Commentary from Jamie Osborne
“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed; for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of possessions.” Jesus’s warning could
not be more timely.

| recently heard a bishop say that the largest
religion in America is consumerism. He asked us to
pause and reflect on the fact that all of our national
holidays: Christmas, Thanksgiving, Memorial Day,
etc. are dedicated to shopping. Our national
holidays are occasions to buy more things that we
most likely do not need. And then we work more
to get more money to buy more things we don’t
really need. The cycle continues until we find
ourselves robbed from actually living our lives,
reduced to anticipating the next purchase.

But this isn’t life. Jesus’s warning is good news that
invites us to actually live the life that God intends: a
life of self-giving love in relationship with God, our
neighbors, and creation.

Discussion Questions
In what ways do you give into the need for an
“abundance of possessions?”

What is one way you can become “rich toward
God?”
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