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ORDER OF SERVICE

Prelude
“Fanfare for the Common Man”
“The Star-Spangled Banner” 

Welcome/Announcements  
 
Opening Hymn
“In Christ There is No East or West”                                                                                McKee  

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant:	 Blessed are you, Holy and Living One.
People:	 You come to your people and set them free.
Celebrant:	 There is one Body and one Spirit;
People:	 There is one hope in God’s call to us;
Celebrant:	 One God, one Faith, one Baptism;
People:	 One God and Maker of  all.



Celebrant:	 Lord, have mercy. 
People:	 Christ, have mercy. 
Celebrant:	 Lord, have mercy.

Collect of  the Day
Celebrant:	 God be with you.
People:	 And also with you.
Celebrant:	 Let us pray.

 
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all who have served 
in our Armed Forces along with those on active duty around the world. Defend them 
day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; 
give them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of  
your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Lessons
Ecclesiastes 3:1, 9-13 
For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven:

What gain have the workers from their toil? I have seen the business that God has given to every-
one to be busy with. He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover, he has put a sense of  
past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to 
the end. I know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long 
as they live; moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil.

Lector: 	 The Word of  God for the People of  God.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 8	
The Rev. Nicholas Young 
1 O LORD our Governor, * 
how exalted is your Name in all the world!
2 Out of  the mouths of  infants and children * 

your majesty is praised above the heavens.
3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * 

to quell the enemy and the avenger.
4 When I consider your heavens, the work of  your fingers, * 

the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
5 What is man that you should be mindful of  him? * 

the son of  man that you should seek him out?
6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; * 

you adorn him with glory and honor;



7 You give him mastery over the works of  your hands; * 
you put all things under his feet:

8 All sheep and oxen, * 
even the wild beasts of  the field,

9 The birds of  the air, the fish of  the sea, * 
and whatsoever walks in the paths of  the sea.

10 O LORD our Governor, * 
how exalted is your Name in all the world!

1 Peter 2:11-17 
Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires of  the flesh that wage war 
against the soul. Conduct yourselves honorably among the gentiles, so that, though they malign you 
as evildoers, they may see your honorable deeds and glorify God when he comes to judge.

For the Lord’s sake be subject to every human authority, whether to the emperor as supreme or to 
governors as sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to praise those who do right. For it is 
God’s will that by doing right you should silence the ignorance of  the foolish. As servants of  God, 
live as free people, yet do not use your freedom as a pretext for evil. Honor everyone. Love the fam-
ily of  believers. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

Lector: 	 The Word of  God for the People of  God.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn
Hymn No. 482: “Lord of  All Hopefulness”                                                                     Slane 



The Gospel
Deacon:	 The Holy Gospel of  our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People:	 Glory to you, O Christ.
 



Luke 7:1-10 
After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of  the people, he entered Capernaum. A cen-
turion there had a slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill and close to death. When he heard 
about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave. When they 
came to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying, ‘He is worthy of  having you do this for him, 
for he loves our people, and it is he who built our synagogue for us.’ And Jesus went with them, but 
when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, ‘Lord, do not trou-
ble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; therefore I did not presume to 
come to you. But only speak the word, and let my servant be healed. For I also am a man set under 
authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, “Go,” and he goes, and to another, “Come.” and 
he comes, and to my slave, “Do this,” and the slave does it.’ When Jesus heard this he was amazed at 
him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, ‘I tell you, not even in Israel have I found 
such faith.’ When those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good 
health. 

Deacon:	 The Gospel of  the Lord.
People:	 Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon	
The Rt. Rev. Ann Ritonia 

Commissioning and Blessing for Further Service 
Celebrant:	 Siblings in Christ Jesus, we are all baptized by the one Spirit into one Body, and given 

gifts for a variety of  ministries for the common good. Our purpose now is to com-
mission for further service, VA chaplains and those who serve in support of  our 
nation’s veterans, in the name of  God and of  the Church.  
 
To the representative, on behalf  of  all: 
Do you believe these persons are prepared by their commitment to Christ, to exercise 
this ministry? 

 
Representative: I believe they are prepared, ready, and have the courage and will to serve God and 

the Church in these ways. 

Celebrant:	 To the people: 
You have been called to ministries of  the Church, to be carried out in communities, 
congregations, dioceses, and all the places in which you serve. Will you faithfully do 
so to the honor of  God and the benefit of  the Church?  

People:	 We will.  



Celebrant:	 Eternal God, you have promised your salvation to all peoples, and have given us a 
place at the table and a vision of  the great multitude gathered with you in eternal glo-
ry: Help us bring this vision into our time and into all the places where it is so desper-
ately needed; go with these your faithful servants who now undertake this work for 
the care of  Veterans and their families, and renew their commitments to the minis-
tries to which they have been called; keep them safe; give them your courage and your 
love; and enable them to hear and to speak new words of  hope; through Jesus Christ, 
the living Word. Amen. 

Prayers of  the People
Leader: 	 In peace we pray to you, Lord God.  

 
Silence 
 
For our veterans who have kept the peace and our service members who continue to 
do so. For all people in their daily life and work; 

People:	 For our veterans, families, friends, and neighbors, especially for those who are 
alone.

 
Leader:	 For this community, the nation, and the world;
People:	 For those who have fought for our nation and all who work for justice, free-

dom, and peace.
 
Leader:	 For the just and proper use of  your creation,
People:	 For veterans and all who have protected the victims of  hunger, fear, injustice, 

and oppression.
 
Leader:	 For all those who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of  trouble;
People:	 For our military chaplains and veteran chaplains, who minister to the sick, the 

isolated, and those in need of  care.
 
Leader:	 For the peace and unity of  the Church of  God;
People:	 For our chaplains and all who proclaim the Gospel, and all those who seek the 

truth.
 
Leader:	 For Sean, our presiding bishop, and Ann, our bishop of  Armed Forces and Federal 

Ministries, for all bishops, ministers, and chaplains;
People:	 For our veterans and all who serve God in his Church.
 



Leader:	 For the special needs and concerns of  our veterans and Church community. 
 
Silence 
 
We pray especially for veterans who struggle with mental health, moral injury, and iso-
lation, that they may be cared for and welcomed into our Church. We pray for veteran 
service communities who help those returning from service find a new mission and 
life in the world. We pray for veteran families who welcome their loved ones home in 
both joy and hardship.

 
Leader:	 Hear us, Lord;
People:	 For your mercy is great and heals our wounds.
 
Leader:	 We thank you, Lord, for the blessings of  this life. For those who have served our na-

tion. For the Department of  Veteran Affairs that serves our veterans to support, heal, 
and ensure they are brought to eternal rest. We pray that our churches may be a safe 
haven for our veterans to worship and heal. We will exalt you, O God our King;

People:	 And praise your name for ever and ever.
 
Leader:	 We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

 
Silence 
 
We honor those veterans and service members who have died and made the ultimate 
sacrifice for our country. Be with their families and friends as they continue to grieve 
and celebrate the lives of  those who have served our nation. Lord, let your lov-
ing-kindness be upon our veterans;

People:	 Who put their trust in the people and leaders of  this nation and in you.

Celebrant: 	 O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of  your people; in the multitude of  your 
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are 
gracious, O lover of  souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever.

People:	 Amen. 

The Peace
Celebrant:	 The peace of  Christ be always with you.
People:	 And also with you.

Offertory
“My Country, ‘Tis of  Thee”

Give today to strengthen Episcopal chaplain care and our ministry with veterans. Your gift 
helps sustain a faithful presence wherever it is needed and supports those who have served.



The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.
People:	 And also with you.
Celebrant:	 Lift up your hearts.
People:	 We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant:	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Almighty God, Creator of  heaven and earth. You have filled us and all creation with 
your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus 
Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to 
fullness of  life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archan-
gels and with all the company of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of  your Name: 

Sanctus

                     

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of  us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker and of  all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself  in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of  me.” 

After supper Jesus took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of  me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith:

Celebrant and People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Celebrant:	 We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of  
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer 
you these gifts.  
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your 
Son, the holy food and drink of  new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also 
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of  your eternal 
kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in 
Christ, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, 
now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of  the Bread

The Fraction
Celebrant:	 Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: 	 Therefore let us keep the feast.

Celebrant:	 The Gifts of  God for the People of  God.

Music at Communion 

Communion Hymn
Hymn No. 608: “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”                                                                    Melita  





Post-communion Prayer
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of  your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of  his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of  heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

Closing Hymn
Hymn No. 657: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                                                             Hyfrydol 



The Dismissal
Deacon: 	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Instrumental, followed by “U.S. Armed Forces Medley”
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