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BACKGROUND  
We continue to remember Israel’s leaders and how they strived to serve God. Each had 
their own challenges and gifts. The need for faithful leadership continues today and we 
seek wisdom from how these leaders sought the welfare of their people and showed their 
devotion to God. 
 
A NOTATION FOR THIS WEEK’S READING 
David wants to build a temple for the Ark of the Covenant. God tells David that 
establishing his legacy is more important. God promises that David’s lineage will enjoy 
special favor with God. 
 
THEME 
God Promises David an Important Place in History 
 
BEFORE CLASS 
Gather supplies for the mural (large banner paper, markers) and find the music/words 
and/or recording of the music. 
 
BEGINNING 
Ask the children their hopes for the future. Sing “Peace Before Us” from Wonder, Love 
and Praise. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O God of all time, we have hopes for the future - hopes only you can grant. Be with us 
all our lives and be with those coming after us. For you are a God of all times and places. 
Amen. 
 
THE STORY: 2 SAMUEL 7:1-14a 
Use the adapted story below: 
 
King David moved into his new palace, and the Lord let his kingdom be at peace. Then 
one day, as David was talking with Nathan the prophet, David said, “Look around! I live 
in a palace made of cedar, but the sacred chest has to stay in a tent.” 
 
But God said, “David, you are my servant, so listen to what I say. A tent has always been 
my home. David, this is what I, the Lord All-Powerful, say to you. I brought you in from 
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the fields where you took care of sheep, and I made you the leader of my people. I have 
given my people Israel a land of their own where they can live in peace, and they won’t 
have to tremble with fear any more. 
 
Now I promise that you and your descendants will be kings. I’ll choose one of your sons 
to be king after you. I’ll make him a strong ruler. He will be the one to build a temple for 
me. I will be like a father to him, and he will be my son. 
 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

• I wonder what hopes David had for the future? 
• I wonder why God didn’t want David to build a temple? 
• I wonder what David did instead of building a temple? 

 
ACTIVITY 
Work together to make a mural of a peaceful city in the future with all God’s blessings 
and everyone’s hopes for the future. What would make the future really great? Consider 
playing meditative music while they work (like Taize). 
 
GETTING CLOSURE 
Share the Peaceful City banner with another group and/or post it on the wall. Invite the 
children to share which part they drew and tell a little about it. Sing “I’ve Got Peace Like 
a River”. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
Dear God, we thank you for this time together. Help us to listen to you and follow in 
your way. Bring peace to the world and be with those who come after us. Amen. 


