BACKGROUND

During this “Ordinary Time” our lives may well include exceptionally un-ordinary events,
such as births and deaths. As we take this journey, nourished by the scriptures appointed
for the season and empowered by our baptisms, we are invited to be on the lookout for
all the blessings found in the ordinary — to see God at work here and now. And we are
compelled to share our blessings with others.

A NOTATION FOR THIS WEEK'S READING

Jesus takes Peter, John, and James up a mountain to pray. The trek energized Jesus and
exhausted the disciples. Through eyes heavy with fatigue, the disciples strained to
understand what they were seeing. As Jesus prayed, "the appearance of his face changed
and his clothes became dazzling white." Then they saw Moses and Elijah conferring with
Jesus on what is ahead in Jerusalem. Peter felt compelled to "do" something. What was
required was that he "be."

THEME
God is a Surprise!

BEFORE CLASS

You will need copies of the scripture/script found at the end of the lesson.

BEGINNING

Today we are celebrating the Feast of the Transfiguration, a commemoration of when
Jesus was transfigured on the mountain.

Ask the group to comment on this statement: “We are not called human doings but
instead human beings." To what extent do we actually live as "human beings" instead of
"human doings”’?

OPENING PRAYER

Thank you, God, for your patience with us as we seek to understand what you call us to
do and to be. Amen.

I'HE
E P 15CO péll Published by the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, 815 Second Avenue, New York,
CHURCH N.Y. 10017. © 2015 The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant
ﬁ— Episcopal Church in the United States of America. All rights reserved.




THE STORY: LUKE 9:28-36

Invite one person to read the part of the voice from the cloud (verse 34b), one to read
the part of Peter (verse 33b), and one to read the part of the narrator (all the rest). For a
script, see below.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

e What stands out for you in this passage?

e Where is this happening? (On the top of a mountain)

e What is the difference in demeanor between the disciples and Jesus? (The
disciples are exhausted from the climb and can barely keep their eyes open. Jesus
is invigorated from the exercise and is deep in prayer with God.)

e What is the significance, to the disciples, of the presence of Moses and Elijah?
(They are the two most significant leaders from Hebrew scripture. To this day,
Jewish people leave a chair vacant at Passover, in case Elijah should choose to
join them. The presence of these two must have further reinforced their grasp of
just who this Jesus is.)

e What do the disciples overhear of the conversation? (In verse 31 they hear what is
to happen to Jesus in Jerusalem.)

e What was Peter's impetuous response to what he was seeing? (To build three
dwellings to hang onto the moment)

e What similar responses do we, in our culture, tend to make? (Statues, buildings,
markers, even the flowers and teddy bears that tend to show up after any disaster.)
* What distracts Peter from his idear (Possibly a look on Jesus’ face signaling that
this was not a good idea; the cloud; the voice)

e Why do you think the three told no one of what they had seen? (Accept all
answers. Perhaps they were just too scared, perhaps they were trying to absorb

the fact that Jesus was to be killed, perhaps they realized no one would believe
them.)

GETTING CLOSURE

Ask the group to respond to this statement: “Following the exciting discoveries made in
science in the 20th Century, our task is to rediscover mystery.” How would you or how
do you rediscover mystery?

CLOSING PRAYER

Thank you, God, for always being more wonderful than we can imagine. Amen.
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LUKE 9:28-36

Narrator:

Peter:

Narrator:

Cloud:

Narrator:

I'HE

28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and
John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 2 And while he
was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became
dazzling white. 3 Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to
him. 3! They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which
he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 3> Now Peter and his
companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed
awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 Just as
they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus,

“Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”

—not knowing what he said. 3* While he was saying this, a cloud came and
overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. %
Then from the cloud came a voice that said,

“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”

3 When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent
and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.
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