
 

 

August 3, 2020 
 

Dear grant applicants and those supporting applicants, 

Thank you for attending one of our webinars on the 2021 UTO Grant Process addressing COVID-19. 

We wanted to follow up with answers to some of the most frequently asked questions (we will also 

make this available on the UTO website) to ensure a smooth application process. 
 

1. Someone in my diocese received a grant in 2020, does that mean that no one from my diocese 

can apply in 2021? 

Anyone can apply for UTO funding UNLESS they currently have UTO funds in their account. For 

example, if a parish in your diocese received a grant in 2020, then another parish or the diocese 

can apply, however, that parish cannot apply again until their project is complete. 

Additionally, no one can apply from a Diocese if there is a past-due report until that report has 

been turned in and the grant closed. 

2. I received a past UTO grant but I want to do something different, is that still a sustaining grant 

application? 

No, that would be innovating, but feel free to list past UTO grants on your timeline. 

3. Does UTO determine the amount of money to award to each applicant? 

No, UTO awards the requests as submitted unless you have asked for something that is not within 

the criteria. So, please only ask for what you need. Be considerate of others and please ask for 

what will work but is perhaps not the most expensive item. Do your research and use actual 

costs if asking for equipment and include that in your budget. We ask that you do not round 

numbers up. The need is great this year and UTO needs your help to fund as many requests as 

possible, so please be honest but considerate with your total requested amount. 

4. If I can’t start working on my project until Spring, should I apply in August? 

No. Those that apply in August will need to start their projects in November of 2020. We know 

that this may present a challenge for applicants, but the second round of grant applications is due 

at the end of February and recipients will receive funds in May 2021. The goal of the August grants 

is to get funds to those who are in greatest need and able to immediately start something new to 

address COVID-19 in their community. If you will need more time to start or if your project 

involves a seasonal offering, apply for the second round of grants so you have the funds in time 

for summer. 
 

Finally, we want to remind you that the need is great for many communities, and each year we do not 

have enough money available to support all of the amazing grants. We hope that you will consider 

making a thank offering for all of the ways that God is blessing you. You can do that by visiting 

www.unitedthankoffering.org/give or texting INGATHER to 41444 from your phone. Every penny that 

is donated by August 31, 2020 will be given away in October. All funds received after that date will be 

awarded in April of 2021. If you have any questions or need help, please contact Heather Melton, Staff 

Officer for UTO at hmelton@episcopalchurch.org. 
 

Thank you for your support for UTO and your interest in a UTO grant to respond to the needs in your 

community during the pandemic. 

    
Sherri Dietrich    Joyce Landers 

UTO Board President   UTO Board Vice President 
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