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Easter 7 
Year B 
 
In the Space In-Between 
[RCL]: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19 
 
Today the Church gathers around the world in the space between: just a few days ago, the Church 
celebrated the feast of the Ascension and today the church finds itself on the threshold of something new. 
It isn’t quite here yet. We are invited on the Seventh Sunday of Easter to enter a period of waiting once 
more. But this period of waiting is a bit different; it’s the pause between the hope of the past and the hope 
for the future. It is sometimes hard to hold this space because we’re so eager to move on and find new 
direction. It is possible to treat this day as a preemptive Pentecost, but to do so misses one of the most 
important lessons of life. It is the in-between that invites us to find depth and to hold the anxiety and fears of 
the future at bay and embrace this one moment. 
 
If you’ve ever stood at the door of a significant change in your life and found yourself anxious and waiting, 
longing for an answer or a direction in your life, you’ve experienced what psychologists and 
anthropologists call liminal space. Richard Rohr describes liminal space this way: “It is when you have left 
the tried and true, but have not yet been able to replace it with anything else. It is when you are between 
your old comfort zone and any possible new answer. If you are not trained in how to hold anxiety, how to 
live with ambiguity, how to entrust and wait, you will run… anything to flee this terrible cloud of 
unknowing.” It’s a very natural response to the uncertainty and ambiguity of this place. One finds oneself 
longing for the truth and structure of what was or of what will be. Uncertainty is not easy to live with.  
 
In the uncertainty, Jesus doesn’t run away from the liminal space between his ministry and his crucifixion. 
Instead, he enters into that space and he reflects on the current state of the unknown. Jesus provides us 
with some idea of how to properly inhabit the space in-between the answers. Inhabiting the space in-
between the answers is hard, but it is also most formative. Learning to live with the paradoxes of life and 
faith takes spiritual maturity. This Gospel text can be a confusing one for most of us to read, and it was 
only after considering that this text is a struggle in the space in-between that this passage might begin to 
make sense. Jesus seems to be looking back at his time with his disciples and his work in the world in 
certain places in the passage; in others, he speaks of his reunification with the Father in heaven and 
receiving once again the glory that was his from beyond time. Jesus’ discourse gives us this beautiful 
proclamation of his relationship with God the Father, with his disciples, and with the whole world.  
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Jesus speaks about his relationship with God and how he has proclaimed God’s word to the whole world. 
At the beginning of this chapter, Jesus says, “Since you have given him authority over all people, to give 
eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” He goes on to discuss his mission and ministry in the world. 
He talks about the way that he has proclaimed God’s word to those whom God has given to Jesus. It does 
raise the question of whether he’s speaking just about his ministry to the disciples or to the whole world. 
There’s no real answer to that question in keeping with the paradox of liminal space—it is simply a 
question to which the answer may well be “both/and” as opposed to “either/or.”  
 
Then Jesus bids us embrace yet another paradox as he proclaims God’s provision. The Word has come, 
that is, Jesus has come. The world has hated those who received Jesus because they do not belong to the 
world. But it’s worth asking the question: can one belong to both this world and the next? It seems a weird 
thing to suggest that those who belong to Jesus are citizens of both heaven and earth, and yet this is in 
keeping with the Gospel message, too. Nicodemus once came to Jesus seeking to understand the kingdom 
of God. Jesus explains that in order to see the kingdom, one must be born again. It left Nicodemus 
perplexed. He was so perplexed that he asked, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one 
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” It is a paradox in which we’re called to live.  
 
We live in the already and the not-yet of God’s kingdom. At the end of this passage, Jesus begins to talk 
about the need to be sanctified. Sanctified is simply a word that means to be set apart. It is in the already and 
the not-yet of God’s kingdom that Jesus asks that we be set apart for God’s work in the world just as he 
has already set himself apart and is about to set himself apart through the cross. Jesus says, “They do not 
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As 
you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, 
so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 
This Gospel passage calls us to set ourselves apart for God’s purposes in the world. We hear that setting 
apart in our baptismal rites as we join a new family with an amazing responsibility. The purpose of the 
Gospel message is not that we would withdraw from society in order to be set apart, but that in living our 
lives faithful and true to the Good News, we would speak truth, create justice, and offer mercy. We who 
hear the words of the Gospel remember the message that God has given throughout history: “He has told 
you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God?” It is a simple profundity that the prophet offers. Do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with your God. This is the example that Jesus sets for us in his life, death, and 
resurrection.  
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