
The Great Vigil of Easter, Year B

At the Litugy of the Word

The Collect:

Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only- begotten Son to the death of the cross, 
and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die dai-
ly to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

or this

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in 
your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both 
in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Romans 6:3-11

3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5For if we 
have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrec-
tion like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But 
if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being 
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10The death he 
died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
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Psalm: Psalm 114

1 Hallelujah!
  When Israel came out of Egypt, *
       the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,
2 Judah became God’s sanctuary *
       and Israel his dominion.
3 The sea beheld it and fled; *
       Jordan turned and went back.
4 The mountains skipped like rams, *
       and the little hills like young sheep.
5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? *
       O Jordan, that you turned back?
6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? *
       you little hills like young sheep?
7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, *
       at the presence of the God of Jacob,
8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water *
      and flint-stone into a flowing spring.

Gospel: Mark 16:1-8

1 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun 
had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone 
for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very 
large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white 
robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are 
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the 
place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 
will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement 
had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
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