
Environmental General Convention Resolutions 

Continue the Church’s support for the Sustainable Development Goals and the ways they have 
become the cornerstone of development policy and action of the Church’s institutions, agencies, 
diocese, and congregations. (GC 2022-A020) 

 

Commit to and encourage actions for the Church to achieve net carbon neutrality by 2030 (GC 
2022-A087) 

 

Reaffirm and commit to the work of addressing global climate change and environmental justice 
(GC 2022-A088) 

 

Evaluate, create and implement a positive investment strategy that will fund methods of capturing 
and storing greenhouse gases through sustainable nature-based, land management solutions. 
Create a pilot churchwide carbon offset policy (GC 2022-C015) 

 

Establish and coordinate shareholder strategy addressing Carbon-Intensive Lending financial 
lending institutions (GC 2022-C016) 

 

Advocate for our governments to address environmental and ecological issues, such as the Green 
New Deal to help communities, regions, and nations achieve environmental sustainability and 
economic stability. (GC 2022-D064) 

 

Recognize the urgent need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and support methods of 
permanently capturing and storing greenhouse gases, including nature-based solutions, Carbon 
Capture and Storage, and direct air capture technologies (EXC 012021.24) 

 

Reaffirm the Church’s commitment to environmental justice and authorize a report on legal 
remedies for marginalized communities that disproportionately suffer from the effects of climate 
change. (GC 2018-A011) 

 

Recognize climate change as a human-made threat that particularly hurts vulnerable communities, 
and call for the Church to advocate at the United Nations for a binding climate treaty. (GC 2018-
A018) 
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Support national and international gender inclusive responses to climate change disasters, 
recognizing that women are often disproportionately impacted and advocate for women’s 
leadership on climate justice. (GC 2018-B027) 

  

Direct the development of criteria for the Church’s investments based on concern for care of 
creation, as well as procedures to determine engagement in shareholder activism, divestment, or 
boycotting. (GC 2018-D068) 

  

Urge the federal government to support sustained recovery efforts and disaster prevention 
planning, working with other nations. Encourage Episcopalians to create emergency preparedness 
and response plans. (GC 2018-D007) 

  

Endorse the Leech Lake Band of the Ojibwe Nation’s opposition to the construction of the 
Enbridge #3 oil pipeline as a potential environmental disaster and urge the state of Minnesota to 
open and maintain a line of communication with native leaders. (GC 2018-C064)  

  

Call on The Episcopal Church to advocate for ocean health via support for public policies 
establishing marine sanctuaries, mitigating pollution and the effects of offshore drilling, 
overfishing, and invasive species, and protecting endangered species. Minister to the people who 
are adversely affected by declines in ocean health. (GC 2018-C063) 

  

Call on the Church to engage in shareholder advocacy by lobbying for the inclusion of a 
sustainability expert to sit on the Boards of companies that negatively impact the environment. 
(GC 2018-C021) 

  

Calls on Episcopalians to support and advocate for justly implemented policies to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, such as a carbon tax, with a specific concern for reducing economic 
impacts on lower-income communities. (GC 2018-C020) 

 

Call on the Church to support public investment in education, renewable energies, public works 
and development for communities impacted by economic change and automation, support the 
creation of good jobs with living wages and benefits and express support for the right of workers 
to organize. (GC 2018-D006) 
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Commend the work and supportive leadership on behalf of the Sioux Nation in its response to 
corporate and governmental intrusion onto its sacred ground, and support the Sioux Nation’s right 
for peaceful assembly and protest. (EXC102016.29)  

 

Commit to working for global eco-justice and to support the development of eco-justice sites, as 
well as regional and advisory groups to network and facilitate eco-justice. (EXC062016.12) 

  

Affirm support of Agenda 2030 and the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals, and 
commit to the goals of eradicating poverty and fostering sustainable development by 2030. 
(EXC102016.30)  

  

Modify and support public policies and laws that protect the health and safety of workers 
throughout the food system, protect our Earth’s natural environment, protect humanity’s ability to 
produce food for generations to come, and increase access to healthy food for all people. (GC 2015-
A170) 

  

Urge the Church to deepen its commitment to addressing food insecurity, food-related health 
issues, and food-related environmental effects in our communities and nations. Urge the Church 
to advocate for sustainable, equitable, culturally appropriate, and accessible food systems. (GC 
2015-A091) 

  

Call upon The Episcopal Church to engage the topic of divestment from fossil fuels and 
reinvestment in clean energy. (GC 2015-C045) 

  

Urge Congress to pass legislation curbing air pollution at U.S. ports, and encourage Episcopal 
dioceses located near ports to become more engaged in environmental, community, and worker 
justice efforts at the ports. (GC 2012-C119) 

  

Call upon The Episcopal Church to advocate for policies that will promote sustainable energy and 
alleviate burdens on those most affected by climate change and the transition away from fossil 
fuels. Call upon The Episcopal Church to support grassroots solutions to climate change that 
strengthen local resilience, local food sovereignty, ecological restoration, and economic re-
localization. (GC 2012-B023) 
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Call upon Episcopalians to restrict their use of bottled water where safe drinking water is available 
and to employ other everyday water conservation techniques to lessen the negative ecological 
impact of wasted water and bottled water production. (GC 2009-A045) 

  

Urge the U.S. government to legislate equitable subsidies for renewable energy and balance its 
current subsidies for nonrenewable energy sources. Support the adoption of a federal renewable 
energy standard that requires energy suppliers to obtain at least 20% of their electricity from 
renewable energy sources. Support programs worldwide that conserve water and utilize clean 
energy to power public buildings and transportation. (GC 2009-C011) 

  

Affirm that policy decisions affecting the health and well-being of humans and ecosystems must 
be based on scientifically evaluated, peer-reviewed data. Support legislative efforts to maintain the 
highest degree of scientific integrity in research that is intended for use in legislative deliberation. 
(GC 2009-C012) 

  

Endorse the Earth Charter, a declaration of fundamental ethical principles for building a just, 
sustainable, and peaceful global society in the 21st century; and call upon Episcopalians to take 
actions consistent with the Earth Charter locally, nationally, and internationally. (GC 2009-C064) 

  

Promote awareness about the public environmental decisions that adversely affect the lives and 
health of the most vulnerable in our society, especially children, indigenous communities, and 
communities of people of color; and encourage environmentally just actions in all spheres of 
society. (GC 2009-D014) 

  

Encourage education about how our everyday decisions affect the lives and health of endangered 
species, farmed food animals, and domesticated animals. (GC 2009-D015) 

  

Urge the President and Congress to commit to a course of action, in collaboration with the other 
nations of the world, to lower the output of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere by 25% by 2020 and 
by 80% by 2050. (GC 2009-D031) 

  

Challenge Episcopalians, and all Christians, to be mindful of the consequences that our lifestyles 
have around the world, particularly for the health of marginalized communities, and to act upon 
our beliefs by working for justice and peace for all of God’s creation through personal actions, 
congregational action, and public witness with policymakers. (EXC032007.29) 
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Offer our prayers for those affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and encourage Episcopalians 
to continue to offer support and assistance, while pressing the U.S. government to rebuild the Gulf 
Coast. (EXC032007.30) 

  

Affirm that global warming threatens the future of God’s creation, especially the poorest and most 
vulnerable, and support efforts to reduce global warming. Seek to reduce Global Warming 
nationally at every level. (GC 2006-B002) 

  

Encourage dioceses, congregations, and individuals to become active stewards of their water 
resources. (GC 2003-D046) 

  

Recognize that the responsible care of animals falls within the stewardship of creation and work 
for the protection of animals. (GC 2003-D016) 

  

Direct OGR to work on public policy ensuring clean water. (GC 2003-D070) 

  

Call for conservation-based energy legislation consistent with the long- standing belief that we are 
stewards of God’s creation, responsible for its care and preservation. Oppose drilling or mining in 
our nation’s dwindling wild lands and places important to the traditional cultures of indigenous 
peoples, including oil and gas exploration and drilling in Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, 
which threaten the life and culture of the Gwich’in people. (EXC032002.20) 

  

Urge the President and Congress to provide financial support and leadership for developing nations 
to control their emissions of greenhouse gases in order to reduce their vulnerability to climate 
change. Urge the President to address the issue of global warming and take the necessary steps to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the U.S. Urge the President and Congress to provide funds 
and leadership in an effort to encourage renewable energy, energy efficiency, and conservation. 
(EXC062001.12) 

 

Oppose environmental racism. Oppose mountaintop removal and valley-fill mining and other 
mining operations that threaten the ecology and low-income communities. (GC 2000-D005) 
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Call upon the Church to practice environmentally sound and energy-efficient living and discourage 
wasteful consumption. (GC 1997-A041) 

  

Encourage Church investors to influence corporations to find alternatives to the manufacture, use, 
and disposal of hazardous chemicals. Commit to justice for those who bear the brunt of hazardous 
waste disposal. (GC 1994-A042) 

  

Express vigorous opposition to the U.S. use of foreign countries as dumping grounds for waste. 
(GC 1991-B044) 
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